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PRESS RELEASE

Swarsangya Charitable Trust and Shalby Multispeciality Hospital Conduct Free Health Screening for
Bharat Taxi Sarathis in Surat
Surat, Gujarat | 27 August 2026
Swarsangya Charitable Trust, in association with Shalby Multispeciality Hospital, Surat, conducted a free
health screening programme for Bharat Taxi Sarathis (drivers) in Surat, with the objective of promoting
driver health, road safety and passenger safety.

Around 30 Bharat Taxi Sarathis actively participated in the health screening programme and underwent
medical evaluation at Shalby Multispeciality Hospital. During the screening, the Sarathis discussed various
health concerns they experience due to the demanding nature of their profession, including hearing-related
problems, body pain, physical discomfort and other health issues associated with prolonged driving and long
hours of sitting.

A particular focus of the programme was on hearing health, as clear hearing and effective communication
are extremely important for professional drivers. During the screening, cases of hearing impairment were
detected, including conditions associated with a perforated eardrum and sensorineural hearing loss. Such
hearing difficulties may affect a driver's ability to communicate effectively and respond appropriately to
important sounds, instructions and situations while driving.

The medical screening also highlighted complaints of body pain and physical discomfort caused by
prolonged driving and continuous sitting. The participating drivers were advised about the importance of
regular health examinations, timely medical consultation and preventive healthcare.

The initiative was organised with the broader objective of connecting driver health with road and passenger
safety. A driver who is physically fit, medically aware and able to hear and communicate effectively is an
important component of a safer transportation system.

Swarsangya Charitable Trust stated that the programme is not only a health-screening initiative but also an
effort to create greater awareness among professional drivers about preventive healthcare and the importance
of maintaining their physical and sensory health while performing their duties on the road.

The Trust appreciated the active participation of the Bharat Taxi Sarathis and the cooperation extended by
Shalby Multispeciality Hospital, Surat, in conducting the medical screening and providing professional
medical guidance.

The programme forms part of the wider seven-day free health initiative for Bharat Taxi Sarathis in Surat,
scheduled from 27 August to 2 September 2026.

Healthy Drivers — Safer Roads — Safer Passengers
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